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mental diseases. However, one must not ex-
aggerate this. The figures which we have given
are not absolute indices of increase. Patients are
now known and treated who formerly were al-
most unnoticed. If they were harmless and poor
they were allowed to go about, and when rich,
they were kept at home, often in absolute seclu-
sion; now they are almost always sent to insti-
tutions. The mildest cases of those who are
dependent upon the State have been scattered
in families of rural districts with good results.
Most of the hospitals for these patients have put
into practice our greater knowledge of mental
pathology and the idea of a greater kindness in
dealing with these unfortunates. Suicides, bad
in themselves, bad for society, bad every way,
are not absolutely signs of moral retrogression.
With the paroxysms of activity, of competition, of
well-being, of pleasures and their concomitants,
these deeds of despair were to be expected,

As to crime, if the cases referred to "cor-
rectional tribunals55 have risen from 184,000 in
1875 to 195,000 in 1904, it is a fact that con-
victions for murder fell from 3,840 to 2,050.
The prisoners in the "houses of arrest," from
1871 to 1905, decreased from 14,838 to 5,940;
the convicts of departmental prisons diminished
from 22,018 to. 15,404, and the inmates of re-